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Instrumental Techniques
Conga/Djembe sounds


Open/tone


Slap


Mute/muffle


Bass


Heel


Toe


Touch/finger

Maracas

Tube shakers

Shekere

Cabasa

Tambourine  

Guiro

Claves

Cowbells

Bongos

Hand clapping

Adapting Written Parts
Many hymns come with suggested parts, but they do not include types of sounds.

Conga and/or djembe parts need to have different tones in order to be effective.

If the written parts are too dense, leave some instruments out!

Or, substitute softer instruments, such as a small tube shaker for shekere or maracas.

Create more colorful arrangements by bringing in some instruments and leaving others out, even though the part is not written that way.  


Devising Grooves

Listen to main rhythmic framework and figure out a basic underlying pattern.

Usually it will be either a clave pattern or half a clave pattern.

Utilize traditional rhythmic patterns from any resource (recorded or printed) before composing a new one.

Best to teach by ear (keep a written reference for consistency from rehearsal to rehearsal)

Make sure all participants can move at least feet in time to the pulse of the groove

The more entire body involvement, the better

Emphasize that once a pattern has been learned with rhythms assigned to each instrument, that pattern must be the same every time.  OK to allow some space for improvised fills or solos, but not OK to alter the patterns.

Simplify
1) due to lack of all instruments

2) due to limited skill level

3)  alter orchestration to change color
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