Notes for the Workshop on Maurice Duruflé

by James E. Frazier

A free recording and score of Duruflé’s Fugue in C minor may be obtained from Birolius Editions, on a website by Michael Ferguson: www.birolius.com.
Membership in the Association Maurice et Marie-Madeleine Duruflé may be had through the association’s website: www.durufle.org.

For additional reading on impressionism in the works of Duruflé: see Wolfgang Reisinger’s, “Neoklassizistische, spätromatische und impressionistische Einflüsse auf das Werk von Maurice Duruflé.” Doctoral dissertation, Universität für Musik und darstellende Kunst,Vienna (2008). Reisinger may be reached at w.reisinger@gmx.net.
Timeline for the life of Maurice Duruflé

1902
January 11, Maurice Duruflé is born in Louviers, Normandy

1912
Duruflé enters the choir school of the Rouen Cathedral

1914
The Solesmes method of Gregorian chant is well established at the Rouen 
Cathedral

1916
Duruflé is substitute organist at St. Sever, Rouen

1917
Duruflé accompanies La Gamme in local performances

1919
appointed titular organist at Notre Dame, Louviers

1919
begins organ lessons with Charles Tournemire in Paris, commuting from Louviers

c.1919
substitutes for Tournemire at Ste. Clotilde

1920
ends lessons with Tournemire and begins lessons with Louis Vierne

1920
is admitted to the Paris Conservatory 

1920
takes apartment at 50bis, rue de Douai, on the right bank in Paris

c.1920
begins substituting for Vierne at Notre Dame

1921
May 8, Marie-Madeleine Chevalier is born in Marseilles

1922
wins premier prix in organ, under Eugène Gigout

1923
plays recital at Saint Pierre, Lisieux
1924
wins premier prix in harmony, under Jean Gallon

1925
plays recital at the college of Saint François de Sales, Évreux
1926
wins premier prix in piano accompaniment, under Abel César Estyle

1926
completes Scherzo, op. 2

1926
completes the choral varié of Prélude, adagio et choral varié sur le Veni 
Creator
1927
completes Tryptique: Fantaisie sur des thèmes grégoriens, op. 1, for piano
1928
wins premier prix in fugue with Fugue in C minor, under Georges Caussade

1928
wins premier prix in composition with Prélude, récitatif et variations, op. 3, 
under Paul Dukas

1928
plays recital at Institut des Jeunes Aveugles (Paris debut?)

1928
completes Prélude, récitatif et variations, op. 3
1929
is named titular organist at St. Etienne-du-Mont in Paris, behind the Panthéon

c.1931
takes an apartment at 8, rue Dupuytren, just off Blvds. St. Michel and St. Germain

1929
wins first prize in performance and improvisation in a contest sponsored by Les 
Amis de l’Orgue

1929
Op. 3 receives its premiere in Paris, for the Société nationale de musique

1929
is elected to the executive board of Société nationale de musique
1930
Duruflé is dismissed as Vierne’s substitute at Notre Dame, Paris

1930
completes the first two movements of Prélude, adagio et choral varié sur le Veni 
Creator, op. 4
1930
wins first prize in composition with Prélude, adagio et choral varié sur le Veni 
Creator, op. 4, in contest sponsored by Les Amis de l’Orgue

1930
plays for performance of Carnaval, by Glazunov, at Salle Pleyel (his first 
orchestra performance?)
1931
plays recitals in Monaco, Nice, and Menton, in the south of France, featuring 


op. 4

c.1931
takes an apartment at 6, place du Panthéon, where he will live the rest of his life
1932
takes his last examination at the Conservatory, in conducting, but does too poorly 
to be admitted to the competition.

1932
plays premiere of Joseph Ermend-Bonnal’s Symphonie media vita

1932
marries Lucette Andrée Simonne Bousquet

1932
completes Trois Danses, op. 6
1932-33 completes Suite: Prélude, Sicilienne, Toccata, op. 5


1935
(or earlier) Duruflé begins playing for the memorial masses for Lili Boulanger, 
the sister of Nadia Boulanger

1935
plays French premiere of Vierne’s Sixth Symphony at Notre Dame, Paris
1936
wins the Prix de la Fondation Blumenthal pour la pensée et l’art français

1936
Paul Paray conducts the premiere performance of Trois Danses, op. 6
1937
Vierne dies while playing a recital at Notre Dame, with Duruflé at his side

1937
is unsuccessful in his bid to succeed Vierne at Notre Dame, Paris

1938
plays premiere of Poulenc’s Concerto pour orgue

1938
plays his first recital in England, for the Organ Music Society
1939
is unsuccessful in his bid to succeed Tournemire at Ste. Clotilde

1939
becomes house organist for Société des Concerts du Conservatoire

1939
the organ at St. Etienne-du-Mont is dismantled
1939
plays premiere of Charles Koechlin’s Three Sonatines

1940
German planes bomb Louviers

1940
completes Scherzo, op. 8

1940
Scherzo, op. 8, is premiered by the Société des Concerts, under Münch

1941
accepts a commission from the Vichy government to compose a symphonic poem

1942
substitutes for Marcel Dupré in the organ class at the Paris conservatory

1942
completes Prélude et fugue sur le nom d’ALAIN, op. 7
1943
is named professor of harmony at the Paris conservatory

1945
death of Duruflé’s father
1947
is divorced from Lucette Bousquet

1947
completes the Requiem, op. 9

1947
Paul Paray conducts the Orchestre Colonne in the first concert performance of the 
Requiem

1950
completes Andante and appends it to Scherzo, op. 8
1953
the church declares Duruflé’s marriage null and void

1953
marries Marie-Madeleine Chevalier at St. Etienne-du-Mont

1953
Mme Duruflé becomes Duruflé’s assistant at St. Etienne-du-Mont 

1953
first joint recital with Mme Duruflé, at Église du Coeur Eucharistique, Paris
1954
is named Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur

1956
is awarded the Grand prix musical du Département de la Seine

1956
completion of the new organ at St. Etienne-du-Mont
1958
is named Chevalier des arts et letters

1958
records the Requiem, with orchestra, Duruflé conducting

1959
receives Grand prix du disque for his performance of the Requiem

1960
completes Quatre Motets sur des thèmes grégoriens, op. 10
1961
Pope John XXIII names Duruflé Commander in the Order of Saint Gregory the 
Great

1961
is organ soloist for recording of Poulenc’s Concerto pour orgue

1961
completes Prélude sur l’Introït de l’Epiphanie, op. 13
1962
he and Mme Duruflé receive Grand prix du disque for their performance of his 
organ works

1962
completes Fugue sur le thème du carillon des heures de la cathédrale de 
Soissons, op. 12
1963
is organist for Georges Prêtre’s recording of the Saint-Saëns Organ 
Symphony, at St. Etienne-du-Mont

1963
with his wife, begins recording of Bach works at the cathedral in Soissons

1964
Mme Duruflé performs for the National AGO Convention in Philadelphia, 
substituting for her husband on this first US tour

1964
he and his wife are named to the Commission de musiciens experts for the church 
in France

c.1964
completes Méditation
1966
is named Officier des arts et letters

1966
completes Messe “Cum jubilo”, op. 11
1966
Jean-Baptiste Mari conducts the Lamoureux orchestra for the premiere of Messe 
Cum Jubilo, op. 11

1966
the Duruflés’ second tour of the US

1967
the Duruflés’ third tour of the US

1969
is named Officier de l’order national du mérite

1969
the Duruflés’ fourth tour of the US

1970
resigns as professor of harmony at the conservatory

1971
the Duruflés’ fifth tour of the US

1974
their sixth joint tour of the US, scheduled for 1974, is cancelled; Mme Duruflé


tours the US alone

1975
he and his wife are seriously injured in an automobile accident

1977
completes Notre Père, op. 14
1979
receives the Prix René Dumesnil by the Institut de France

1986
dies at a nursing facility in Louveciennes, outside Paris

1989
Tribute to Duruflé (first retrospective of most of his works), in New York City

1999
death of Marie-Madeleine Duruflé-Chevalier
