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Dear Friends, 

 

Lord, it has been a long winter. Here in our neighborhood, we have lived through five months of 

heavy snows and intense and bitter cold. We have watched some of our global neighbors deal 

with unimaginable hardships:  war, civil war, earthquake, tsunami, extreme poverty and 

starvation. We have worried along with much of the world about rising gas prices, food prices, 

and seen the hopes and dreams of so many shake and in some cases; shatter, as pensions get 

smaller and the promise of secure retirements become unsure. We have sent more of our young 

people off to fight in far away countries, and argued about so many things: government, politics, 

money, education ï the big things to be sure, but we have also argued about little, petty things 

that we donôt want to list in this prayer right now because we are too embarrassed to tell even 

you, God, even though you, God, know us well. 

 

It has been Lent, God, for a long time.  We need some spring around here, but we need even 

more than that.  We need some Easter, God, we need to hear the Good News of Christ 

resurrected, we need to peer into the darkness of the Tomb and find it incredibly empty.  We 
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need to not only hear, but see, that violence and anger and hopelessness are not the last word; 

not for us and not for those who suffer so greatly all around the world.  Tell us that the last word 

is not death, Almighty God, but life. Tell us about life and life abundantly, about mercy and 

grace and hope and love. And after you tell us, Lord, show us how to live in this new life of 

love; how to make our actions fit the words of prayer and holy scripture, of the songs of praise 

that we love to hear and to sing. Create an Easter world, Lord, and make us into an Easter 

people. Alleluia, the Lord is Risen!  The Lord is Risen indeed, Alleluia! 

 

A blessed Easter -tide to you all. 

 

Beth+ 

Pipe Organ Discovery Day at St. Clementôs 

By Nils C. Halker, III 
Photographs by Tom Kingrey 

 
On Saturday, February 26

th
, Saint Clementôs Church hosted a Pipe Organ Discovery Day for ten 

piano students with their families.  The Pipe Organ Discovery Day is an annual event organized 

by the Twin Cities Chapter of the American Guild of Organists (TCAGO), designed to introduce 

young piano students to the organ.     

 

 

 

 

 

Event organizer Phil Asgian (facing camera) looks 

on as a student plays the Saint Clementôs organ.  

 

A young piano student plays the Saint 

Clementôs organ  
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This year the program was hosted jointly by Saint Clementôs and our neighboring parish, Saint 

John the Evangelist.  The driving force behind the program is Phil Asgian, a regular visitor at 

our afternoon evensongs and concerts. Students had the opportunity to play the organs both at 

Saint Clementôs and Saint Johnôs, as well as the TCAGO demonstration organ, a portable organ 

built so one can see the inner workings of an organ. Organ builder Charles Hendrickson and our 
own organ technician David Engen led a lecture-demonstration to explain how organs work. 

A Stream of Consciousness from your Stewardship Chair 

By Lizanne Geno 
 

So Adam Irving, our fearless Chimes editor had this fabulous ideaéwhy not have everyone on 

the vestry pick two months out of each year and write an article for the Chimes!...we all thought 

he was brilliantébut he was quick to let us know that it was in actuality his beautiful wife 

Meghan who was the brilliant oneésnaps to the redhead!...Okéso I chose October and then 

counted back six months and wound up with Apriléafter the vestry meeting Adam reminded 

me that it was THIS April!...DOHéno snaps to this redheadéI have just begun my vestry term 

as Chair of StewardshipéIôm really just getting my sea legséI have met with Beth and our 

stellar outgoing chair David Berry and been brought up to speed with the vision that has been 

painstakingly put into place for what Stewardship is at St. Clementôséso I think this month I 

will share a little of thatéClearly Stewardship is our Pledge campaign every yearéthat is what 

people think of first when they think of stewardshipébut last year we at St. Clementôs kicked 

off a mechanism for planned givingéit is known as The Eaton Societyébasically it is a way to 

help us learn about and focus on ways to give to our community long after we are goneélook 

for more about this in the coming monthséin the meantime if you  have questions about  The 

Eaton SocietyéDavid Berry or Charley Bathke can tell you a little more about itétell them I 

sent youéthey will love me for it!...now what Iôd like to share with you is a bit about another 

A student plays the TCAGO 

demonstration organ.  Ą 

ă TCAGO member Margaret 

Gohman (right) explains how the 

demonstration organ works. 

 


