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TCAGO will present its annual Members Organ Recital at Our Lady of Grace
Catholic Church in Edina. The organ is a 1988/2009 Austin (4 manuals, 69/70
ranks).

Program
J.S. Bach: Prelude & Fugue in D, BWV 532 –

Ben Kerswell, 2017 TCAGO Young Organists
      Competition Winner

Gerald Near: Suite in Three Movements – Steve Gentile

Dieterich Buxtehude: Ciacona in e, BuxWV 160 –
Jessica Park

Brenda Portman: Elegy – David Jenkins

Robert Schumann: Fugue No. 1 on BACH, fr Op. 60 –
Mark Paisar

Edvard Grieg: Double Fugue on the Name GADE,
EG186f – Nils Halker

Niels Gade: Tonestykke No. 1 – Kathy Borgen

Aaron David Miller: “Minuet” and “Toccata” from Doxology Suite – Geoff Olson

David Cherwien: For All The Saints – Jennifer Anderson

Marcel Dupré: Carillon, Op. 27, no. 4 – Joel Anderson

The program is free and open to the public. A festive reception will follow.
      Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church
      5071 Eden Avenue, Edina
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Dean’s Column
Paul Westermeyer

Sound
Organists, like all musicians
– though it sometimes seems
even more than other musi-
cians – are always concerned
about sound. Pitch, timbre,
loudness, ensemble, balance,
regulation across a rank of
pipes, and relationships of
ranks to one another are on our minds all the time.
They regularly fill note pads on our consoles and are
just as regularly discussed with organ technicians.
Recently a number of lectures and articles I have been
asked to prepare led me to address the importance of
sound in a more general sense. This general sense lies
under the details we normally attend to as organists,
but points to their importance in ways we don’t
always think about.
      We, in our cultural setting, tend to think that
meaning is an exclusively rational matter, compre-
hended solely by words we speak, hear, read, and
write. In fact, sound precedes words and underlies
their meaning. Thomas Troeger, for example, has
pointed out that he knows the character of a phone
call from the greeting before any words about content
are expressed. Little  children provide another exam-
ple. Well before they can talk, they run sounds
together with inflections in phrases that speak vol-

umes. Exclamations, questions, sadness, and joy are
among the things that children tell us simply by how
they use sounds. It does not take long before we get
their meanings. 
      Hildegard of Bingen emphasized the importance
of sound in what she said about it in connection with
God and in the music she wrote. Martin Luther could
not get over the wonder of God’s gift of sound and
was even more astounded at the way its essence is let
out when skillful composers craft it. Hildegard and
Luther are not alone in thinking about this, though
they are among those who have expressed it poignant-
ly. They speak what we know but may not be likely
or able to articulate.
      Our concerns about sound are not organists’ idio-
syncratic obsessions. They are about an elemental
reality of the universe, deeply related to words and
the Word. Words deserve all of the importance and
care we can give them. They are extremely important,
but they cannot do everything. There is an underly-
ing reality of sound, which should not be dismissed
or forgotten. As Troeger says, for all of the “astound-
ing things…that language can accomplish, it is still a
net filled with holes, and there are vast currents of
existence that it will never catch…grief too over-
whelming to speak…grace too extravagant to name…
beauty too intense to articulate…prayer too profound
for our lips to shape into speech…with ‘sighs too
deep for words’” (Thomas Troeger, Wonder Reborn
[Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010], p. 88).
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2017 AGO/Quimby Regional Competition
for Young Organists
Mary Newton

The student competition was held on Saturday, March
25, at Mount Olive Lutheran Church in Minneapolis.
There was only one competitor this year.

Ben Kerswell played for the honor of representing
the Twin Cities at the North Central Regional Con-

vention in Iowa City. Ben was
awarded the first prize of
$2,000, generously given by the
Schubert Club in collaboration
with its Bruce P. Carlson Stu-
dent Scholarship Competition.
The judges were Chad Winter-
feldt, Laura Edman and Tom
Ferry. 

A junior at St. Olaf College, Ben Kerswell is
majoring in organ performance. Before studying at St.
Olaf with Catherine Rodland, Ben studied in New
Jersey with Joanne Rodland for five years. Ben has
performed solo recitals at The Church of St. Louis,
King of France in St. Paul; Central Synagogue in
New York City; and West Side Presbyterian Church
in Ridgewood, NJ. 

For the past three summers, he has held organist
positions at Pompton Valley Presbyterian Church in
NJ and Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Church in
Pequannock, NJ. He now serves as organist at All
Saints Episcopal Church in Northfield, MN.

Membership Renewal
Jane Nienaber, TCAGO Registrar

Soon it will be time to renew your membership for
the 2017/2018 season. Notices will appear around
May 1. Read this information carefully since there are
several changes we want to highlight.  

(1) National has made a modest increase in the
fees for all categories for the coming year. There will,
however, be no increase for Chapter Friends since this
doesn’t involve National.

(2) There will now be the possibility for you to
receive The American Organist online rather than in
print. For those opting to receive TAO online there
will be an $8 reduction in dues.

(3) Some of the categories have changed. The Stu-
dent category has been changed to Young Organist
(under age 30). However, TCAGO will maintain a
Student category (in addition to the Young Organist),
which is free for students currently enrolled in a
degree program. (This is subsidized by TCAGO and
will not be available through ONCARD.) The Partner
category was removed, so those formerly in this cate-
gory will need to renew as Regular or Special.

(4) Please refer to p. 7 of the April issue of The
American Organist for further explanation of the new
fees.

(5) The TCAGO Board and the Membership
Committee encourage all of you to renew your mem-
bership through our own website rather than through
ONCARD (National). We can renew you at the local
level more quickly this way and you will be credited
for your payment sooner. Those members with dual
chapters can renew through ONCARD or our
TCAGO website.

https://tcago.wildapricot.org


Called to Unity: A Hymn Festival
Tuesday, May 2, 7:00 p.m.
St. Olaf Catholic Church, Minneapolis
Called to Unity is a hymn festival for the National
Workshop on Christian Unity. It will be led by Can-
tor David Cherwien, poet Susan Palo Cherwien and
singers from the National Lutheran Choir, Mt. Olive
Lutheran Church, and St. Olaf Catholic Church.

St. Olaf Catholic Church
215 South Eighth Street, Minneapolis

Wayzata Community Church (UCC)
Summer Recital Series 
Wednesdays, 12:00 noon
Recitals will showcase the Sanctuary Organ, a 1998
Magnum Opus - 70 Rank, 4 Manual Hendrickson
Tracker Pipe Organ

June 14, Diana Lee Lucker
June 21.Kyle Black
June 28, Cynthia Betz
July 5, Matt Haider
July 12, Sharon Kleckner
July 19, Joshua Lindgren
July 26, Christopher Stroh
August 2, Christopher Ganza
August 9, Carolyn Diamond
August 16, Kraig Windschitl

            Wayzata Community Church
            125 Wayzata Blvd. East, Wayzata

page 4

http://saintolaf.org/
http://www.wayzatacommunitychurch.org


Calendar of Events
May
Tuesday, May 2, 7:00 p.m.
      Called to Unity: A Hymn Festival
      Cantor David Cherwien
      Poet Susan Palo Cherwien
      Singers from National Lutheran Choir, Mt. Olive
            Lutheran Church, St. Olaf Catholic Church
            St. Olaf Catholic Church
                  215 South Eighth Street, Minneapolis
Tuesday, May 2, 7:00 p.m.
      VocalEssence ¡Cantaré! Community Concert
            Ordway Concert Hall, Saint Paul
TCAGO Event
Friday, May 5, 7:30 p.m.
      Members Recital and Festive Reception
            Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church
                  5071 Eden Avenue, Edina

June
Saturday, June 10, 7:30 p.m.
      Dave Wickerham, organist
            The Phipps Center for the Arts
                  109 Locust Street, Hudson, Wisconsin
Wednesday, June 14, 12:00 noon
      Summer Recital Series
      Diana Lee Lucker, organist
            Wayzata Community Church
                  125 Wayzata Blvd. East, Wayzata
Wednesday, June 21, 12:00 noon
      Summer Recital Series
      Kyle Black, organist
            Wayzata Community Church
                  125 Wayzata Blvd. East, Wayzata
June 25 - July 23
      Lutheran Summer Music Academy and Festival
            Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, Indiana
Wednesday, June 28, 12:00 noon
      Summer Recital Series
      Cynthia Betz, organist
            Wayzata Community Church
                  125 Wayzata Blvd. East, Wayzata
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July
Wednesday, July 5, 12:00 noon
      Summer Recital Series
      Matt Haider, organist
            Wayzata Community Church
                  125 Wayzata Blvd. East, Wayzata
Wednesday, July 12, 12:00 noon
      Summer Recital Series
      Sharon Kleckner, organist
            Wayzata Community Church
                  125 Wayzata Blvd. East, Wayzata
Wednesday, July 19, 12:00 noon
      Summer Recital Series
      Joshua Lindgren, organist
            Wayzata Community Church
                  125 Wayzata Blvd. East, Wayzata
Wednesday, July 26, 12:00 noon
      Summer Recital Series
      Christopher Stroh, organist
            Wayzata Community Church
                  125 Wayzata Blvd. East, Wayzata

August
Wednesday, August 2, 12:00 noon
      Summer Recital Series
      Christopher Ganza, organist
            Wayzata Community Church
                  125 Wayzata Blvd. East, Wayzata
August 5 - 11
      Organ Historical Society 2017 Convention
            Twin Cities, Saint Peter/Mankato area, 
            Stearns County, western Wisconsin, Duluth
Saturday, August 5, 7:00 p.m.
      Justin Lavoie, organist
            The Phipps Center for the Arts
                  109 Locust Street, Hudson, Wisconsin
Wednesday, August 9, 12:00 noon
      Summer Recital Series
      Carolyn Diamond, organist
            Wayzata Community Church
                  125 Wayzata Blvd. East, Wayzata
Wednesday, August 16, 12:00 noon
      Summer Recital Series
      Kraig Windschitl, organist
            Wayzata Community Church
                  125 Wayzata Blvd. East, Wayzata

page 6



page 7

TCAGO Elected Board
Dean: Paul Westermeyer (h) 651-644-3865, (m) 651-431-1230
Sub Dean: David Jenkins (h) 651-690-1398, (w) 651-962-5793
Treasurer: David Geslin (m) 612-868-7827, (w) 952-582-2927
Secretary: Dee Ann Crossley (h) 651-457-8994, (m) 612-801-1346
Class of 2017: Jennifer Anderson, Pam Carlson, Jon Kietzer
Class of 2018: Linda Armstrong, Andrew Birling,

Margaret Gohman
Class of 2019: Kalle Ackerman, David Fienen, Nancy Lancaster
Registrar Jane Nienaber 763-561-8130, (w) 952-920-8515

7325 Girard Avenue N., Brooklyn Park, MN 55444
Chaplain The Rev. Michael Edwins 612-333-1998

Standing Committees
Audit: Philip Asgian (h) 651-293-9115, (w) 651-696-6913, 
       (m) 651-592-4505, Martin Stachniak
Compositions: Lawrence Lawyer (w) 651-357-1351, 
       Aaron David Miller, Curt Oliver
Development: Dee Ann Crossley (h) 651-457-8994,
       (w) 651-457-3373, (m) 612-801-1346, Jon Kietzer
Education: Philip Asgian (h) 651-293-9115,
       (w) 651-696-6913, Richard Collman, Margaret Gohman, 
       Philip Radtke, Kirsten Uhlenberg
Hospitality: Carsten Slostad 651-291-8639, Bjorn Gustafson
       612-789-4378, Mari Lyn Ampe, Charley Johnson,
       Martin Stachnik
Investment: James Hild, (h) 952-945-9840, (w) 952-934-3550;
       John Kietzer, Roger Burg
Pipedreams Scholarship: Diana Lee Lucker (h) 952-974-3072,
       (w) 952-473-8877, (m) 952-237-0349, Karen Bartz,
       Steve Gentile
Professional Development: Jeffrey Patry 763-537-4561 ext. 109;
       (h) 612-871-7533; Christine Laughlin, Joshua Lindgren,
       Cynthia Mortensen, Sean Vogt
Program: David Jenkins (h) 651-690-1398, (w) 651-962-5793,
       Jennifer Anderson, Michael Barone, Jacob Benda, 
       Jeremy Haug, Robert Luther, Robert Vickery
Publicity and Social Media: Sarah Garner (h) 952-938-5951,
       (m) 515-778-2302, Jeremy Haug
Special Projects: James Callahan 651-224-3285, Leonard Danek,
       Andrew Hackett

Other Committees and Appointments
Advertising: Paul Lohman 800-326-7426
Archives: Jerry Bonstrom (h) 651-604-0715, (w) 612-543-5633
Calendar Coordination / Events Scheduling: J. Michael Barone,
       (w) 651-290-1539, (h) 651-228-9885
Facebook & Communications Liaison: Jeremy Haug 612-578-8058
Guild Examinations: Stephen Self 651-638-6536
Membership Coordinator: Judy Campen (h) 651-200-2546;
       (m) 612-916-1920
Pipenotes Editor: Merritt Nequette 651-484-0451
       2748 Lexington Avenue N., Saint Paul MN 55113
Placement: Jeffrey Patry 763-537-4561 ext. 109,
       (h) 612-871-7533
Student Competition: Mary Newton (h) 763-546-1307,
       (m) 612-581-3106
TCAGO Organ Database: David Engen (m) 612-801-8662

Chapter Website - www.tcago.org
Website Administrators: David Engen (m) 612-801-8662,
(h) 763-493-3378; Kirsten Uhlenberg 651-646-8120

Facebook - facebook.com/twincitiesAGO

Pipenotes
is the official publication of the Twin Cities Chapter, American
Guild of Organists, and is published nine times a year, Septem-
ber through June. December and January are combined.

Deadline date
Information for Pipenotes should be received no later than the
fifteenth of the month preceding publication.
       Materials may be sent to Merritt Nequette, editor.

Letters to the Editor
Signed Letters to the Editor are always welcome.
       Mail letters to Merritt Nequette.

Pipedreams
For a listing of organ events statewide, access the Pipedreams
Organ Calendar. For both on-air and website listings of organ-
related activities, please send information to Michael Barone, or
to Pipedreams Calendar, 480 Cedar St., St. Paul, MN 55101.

MPR
Classical Minnesota Public Radio encourages you to enter your
classical music performance events in the MPR online calendar.
       On the top bar of the general MPR web page, click on
“Events,” then “Events Calendar,” then “Classical Music.” How-
ever, if you find yourself on the Classical MPR main page, click
on “More,” then “Events,” then “Classical Music.”
       In either case, once on the page that lists Classical Music
Events, if you wish to add your own upcoming activity, under
the headline for “Calendar Events Home” at the top of the page
you should find an additional prompt for “Submit Event.” Fill in
all appropriate boxes (and check to see if your venue is already
logged into the system, which might save you some time).
       Note that this MPR Calendar information will reach a dif-
ferent audience than that submitted to Barone for posting on the
TCAGO/Pipedreams calendar pages. Both are free, the one a self-
service feature and a separate vehicle by which you can let people
(including the Classical MPR program hosts) know about your
classical music concerts.
       By all means, continue to send information directly to
Michael Barone too!!
       We also encourage you to regularly request organ selections
on the “Friday Favorites” show with Steven Staruch. Encourage
and promote the inclusion of more organ music in MPR’s pro-
gramming!
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